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the offering, . . . and also to hold solemn obsequies as are meet and customary for such a Princess.
" Given in our town of Freiburg in Brisco, January, 3, 1512.
" Your good father, MAXI."
Thus does Maximilian pay his dignified and pious tribute to the memory of the Italian lady whom he had married from policy, and had always treated with due kindness and respect, but usually from afar. No such admirable letter as this could he have written when he lost his beloved Marie, the dear wife of his youth, whose name he could never speak without emotion to the end of his days. Marguerite wrote a beautiful and appropriate reply, and then the unloved Bianca shared the common fate of oblivion.
In the splendid tomb at Innsbruck, of the Emperor Maximilian, the figure of the Empress Bianca Maria may still be seen in that noble company of kings and queens of the House of Hapsburg—in beautiful bronze-work, clothed in the stifi and stately brocades of her lifetime.
Meantime there was trouble in Italy, for the Swiss were now making war on their own account. They were promised help from Venice, and Gaston de Foix,1 now Governor of Milan, found himself threatened on the side of Bologna and Parma. Although this bold attempt failed, and the Swiss were obliged to retreat in disorder, the beginning of 1512 found
1 Duo de Nemours, nephew of Louis XII—brother of Germaine de Foix, Queen of Spain.              #
